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Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, Applicant hereby 
notifies the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office of the documents which are listed on the attached 
PTO/SB/08 A & B (modified) form and listed herein and which the Examiner may deem 
material to patentability of the claims of the above-identified application. 

1. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. H07-202820-A, 
published August 4, 1995 with an English Abstract. 

2. International Publication No. WO 00/41483-A2, published July 20, 2000. 
One copy of each of the listed documents is submitted herewith. 

The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed: (1) No later than three 
months from the application's filing date; (2) Before the mailing date of the first Office Action 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 1 
U.S. Appln. No.: 09/985,865 

on the merits (whichever is later); or (3) Before the mailing date of the first Office Action after 
filing a request for continued examination (RCE) under §1.114, and therefore, no Statement 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) or fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p) is required. 

In compliance with the concise explanation requirement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(3) for 
foreign language documents, Applicant encloses here with a copy of a corresponding Japanese 
Office Action dated June 15, 2004 and an English translation of the pertinent portions thereof 
which cites such documents and indicates the degree of relevance found by the foreign office. 

The submission of the listed documents is not intended as an admission that any such 
document constitutes prior art against the claims of the present application. Applicant does not 
waive any right to take any action that would be appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove any 
listed document as a competent reference against the claims of the present application. 

The USPTO is directed and authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue 
Fee and the Publication Fee, to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. Please also credit any 
overpayments to said Deposit Account. A duplicate copy of this paper is attached. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Remarks (For a list of the cited literature, see the List of Cited Literature.) 

Claims: 1-12 

Cited Literature: 1 and 2 

Remarks 

(1) Regarding Claims 1-3, 7, 8, and 11 

Cited Literature 1 describes an encoding device that encodes and then multiplexes and transmits a 
video signal 6 and an audio signal 1, provided with a FIFO buffer 11, which temporarily records said video 
signal 6 and audio signal 1 after encoding, wherein, based on the total amount of data recorded in said 
FIFO buffer 1 1, the amount of encoding of the signal which is the encoded said video signal 6 is controlled. 
(See, in particular, (Figure 1).) 

Given this, since the multiplexing of different signals, including encoded video signals, audio 
signals, and control information, is well-known, as in, for example, the standards for MPEG systems and 
the like, the multiplexing of control signals in addition to encoded video signals and audio signals in the 
invention described in Cited Literature 1 could have been obtained easily by one skilled in the art. 

Consequently, the inventions according to Claims 1 and 11 of the present application could have 
been invented easily based on the inventions described in Cited Literature 1 by one skilled in the art. 

Furthermore, regarding Claims 2, 3, 7, and 8, the conversion of parameters used in the device into 
other parameters that are convenient for use in control, and the use [of said parameters] in the control of 
said equipment is a customary method, and thus, in the invention described in Cited Literature 1, the 
conversion of the total amount of data into a parameter related to transmission time and its use in the 
control of the equipment, is no more than a design issue for one skilled in the art. 

(2) Regarding Claims 4-6, 9, 10, and 12 

Cited Literature 2 describes an encoding device that encodes and then multiplexes and transmits a 
video input signal 106 and a speech input signal 114, provided with a multiplexer buffer 121, which 
temporarily records the multiplexed signal after said video input signal 106 and speech input signal 1 14 are 
encoded, wherein, based on the amount of data recorded in said multiplexer buffer 121, the amount of 
encoding of the signal which is the encoded said video input signal 106 is controlled. (See, in particular, 
Figure 5.) 

Given this, since the multiplexing of multiple different signals, including encoded video signals, 
audio signals, and control signals, is well-known, as in, for example, the standards for MPEG systems and 
the like, the multiplexing of control signals in addition to encoded video input signals and audio input 
signals in the invention described in Cited Literature 2 could have been obtained easily by one skilled in the 
art. 

Consequently, the inventions according to Claims 4 and 12 of the present application could have 
been invented easily based on the inventions described in Cited Literature 2 by one skilled in the art. 

Furthermore, when it comes to Claims 5, 6, 9, and 10, the conversion of parameters used in the 
device into other parameters that are convenient for use in control, and the use [of said parameters] in the 
control of said equipment is a customary method, and thus, in the invention described in Cited Literature 2, 
the conversion of the total amount of data recorded in the multiplexer buffer 121 into a parameter related to 
transmission time and its use in the control of the equipment is no more than a design issue for one skilled 
in the art. 
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